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An introduction to: 
 

EL CAMINO DE SANTIAGO!  
 

Information to get you on “Your Way”! 

 

                       
 

Camino Society Ireland. 
 

“Giving something back!” 
 
The Camino Society Ireland provide information and not advice, as such, 
this document is intended only as a conversation. 
 
The Society is a voluntary organisation, founded in 1992 by returned 
pilgrims to ‘give something back’ to the Camino and to future pilgrims. It 
fosters an understanding and appreciation of the Camino’s related 
history, art, architecture and music. It issues the only Official Irish Pilgrim 
Passport and offers an opportunity to all those interested in the Camino to 
meet and share practical information and experiences. Support the 
Society and become a member in via our website. 

www.caminosociety.ie 
 
  

http://www.caminosociety.ie/
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The Camino Pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela 
 
The Way of St. James, commonly known as The Camino or  El Camino 
de Santiago (in Spanish ) is the name of any of the pilgrimage routes to 
the shrine of the apostle St. James the Great in the Cathedral of Santiago 
de Compostela in north-west Spain. Each year over 250,000 people walk 
to the Cathedral in Santiago which is the burial place of Saint James the 
Apostle.  Walking pilgrims take many routes following in the footsteps of 
pilgrims of the Middle Ages. The most famous route is the Camino 
Francés a journey of 778 kilometres from the border of France and Spain 
to Santiago de Compostela. 
 

The French Way (Camino Francés). Historically, most of the pilgrims 
came from France, from Paris, Vézelay, Le Puy, and Arles and Saint 
Gilles. The Spanish consider the Pyrenees a starting point. Common 
starting points are Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port or Somport on the French 

side of the Pyrenees and Roncesvalles on the Spanish side. (The 
distance from Roncesvalles to Santiago de Compostela through León is 
about 800 km). Of course, you can start the Camino Francés from 
wherever you wish along the route.  

The most popular starting point for modern day pilgrims is Sarria, 112km 
from Santiago on the Camino Francés, the requisite distance to be 
awarded a Compostela. Almost 50% of the pilgrims arriving in Santiago 
start in Sarria making it, by far, the busiest section of all the Caminos. 

The second most popular route is the Camino Portugués, the 
Portuguese Way, which starts either at the Cathedral in Lisbon (for a 
total of about 613 km) or at the cathedral in Porto in the north 
of Portugal (for a total of about 241 km), crossing into Galicia at 
Valença/Tui. 

Another increasingly popular route is the Northern Route nearer the 
Spanish coast along the Bay of Biscay, which was first used by pilgrims in 
order to avoid travelling through the territories occupied by the Muslims in 
the Middle Ages. 

Some pilgrims start from even further away, though their routes will often 
pass through one of those four French towns. Some Europeans begin 
their pilgrimage on foot from the very doorstep of their homes, just as 
their medieval counterparts did. 
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Main Camino Routes 

 

Camino Francés: 790km from Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port(France). 

Caminho Português: 241km from Oporto or from Lisbon 613km. 

Camino del Norte: 830km from Irun(Basque Country)along the coast 

Via de la Plata: 1000km from Sevilla(Andalucía). 

Camino Primitivo: 320km  from Oviedo(Asturias) via Lugo. 

Camino Inglés: 110km from Ferrol(Galicia). 

Camino Mozarabe: 390km from Granada or Malaga to Merida.   

Camino Sanabrés: 360km from Granja de Moreruela via Ourense. 

Camino Madrid: 320km from Madrid to Sahagun(on the Camino Frances).  

Camino de Levante(Camino del Cid): 900km from Valencia to Zamora.  

Chemin de Le Puy:  740km from Le Puy in France to St-Jean-Pied-de-Port. 

 

Two not finishing in Santiago: 

Camino Finisterre & Muxia: 90km or 110km Santiago to Finisterre/Muxia 

Camino Ignaciano: 640km from Loyola(Basque) to Manresa(Catalonia). 

 

 And there are many more marked routes starting in Europe, 
Germany, France, Switzerland etc .. 

 

 
Where do you get Information? 
 
If you are contemplating walking the Camino: Talk to an experienced 
Pilgrim, one that you trust or is recommended to you by a friend. It’s 
much better to learn by others’ mistakes! And besides that there is a 
massive amount of information (and advice) to be found on the www. But 
beware: listen carefully, if you think you are getting bad advice, you 
probably are. Most of it is common sense. How far you walk, how much 
you carry, where you sleep, is down to each individual’s personal 
preferences. Looking after your body and in particular your feet, is critical 
to everyone who wants to have a successful Camino. Invest in proper 
footwear, socks and shoes(boots), go to a specialist outdoor adventure 
store.  
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Travel Options. 
 
Guided or self guided walks. 
Everyone is entitled to do their Camino their way.  Perhaps you prefer not 
to rough it and walk alone for weeks carrying everything on your back.  
You might choose to book all your accommodation ahead of time and 
have your backpack transferred each day. If you are unable to carry a 
heavy backpack - or are unable to walk very long distances over difficult 
terrain - you can still do the Camino by having your pack (and yourself) 
transported by taxi or transport services on most of the Camino routes.   
In order to do this, you must have pre-booked accommodation along the 
way.  This means that you will not be allowed to stay in any of the 
traditional pilgrim albergues that do not allow pre-booking or vehicle back-
up.  However, many private albergues do allow pilgrims to stay who have 
backpacks transported along the route.   

 
 
Make your own travel arrangements. 
This is the most popular option but not mandatory by any means. This 
usually means you book your own flight, stay in hostels(albergues) or 
small hotels. You can carry your own rucksack or you can get it 
transferred to your next stop for a small fee. 

 
Travel with a charity  
They will, usually, make all your accommodation and/or you travel 
arrangements. 

 MS Ireland Camino, Peter McVerry Trust  Irish Guide Dogs for the 
Blind.    

 
Specialised Camino Travel company 

 Map Travel,  Camino Groups. Flavour of the Camino. 

 
Getting there.   
From April to early October you should be able to get direct flights from 
Dublin to Biarritz (St-Jean-Pied-de-Port or Irun), Bilbao & Santander 
(Camino del Norte & Primitivo), Santiago de Compostela (Sarria, Tui or 
Ferrol), Vigo, Porto or Lisbon (for Camino Portugués), Lyon, France (Le 
Puy). Seville (Via de la Plata). Madrid and bus or train. There are many 
ways to get to your starting point, and more than likely, the last leg will 
mean getting a train, bus or taxi.   

 
 



 

6 | P a g e                       © Camino Society Ireland.       www.caminosociety.ie 

 

Travel within Spain. 
Spain’s network of train and bus services is one of the best in Europe and 
there aren’t many places that can’t be reached using one or the other. By 
European standards, prices are relatively cheap. Spain is crisscrossed 
with a comprehensive network of rail lines on RENFE the national rail 
line. The RENFE website is easy to use. 

 
Almost every bus schedule in Spain is available on the Moveliawebsite 
(www.movelia.es).  
Main Bus Companies in Spain, all with nationwide services, and English-
language version websites. 
Alsa (alsa.es) 
Monbus (monbus.es) 
Avanzabus (avanzabus.com)  

 
Biarritz Airport to St-Jean-Pied-de-Port   
Taxi services 

 www.expressbourricot.com/en/ 

 www.biarritzairporttransfers.com 
It's cheaper to share the taxi if you can find other pilgrims...there should 
be  some other pilgrims on your flight.   
 
You can also get a Bus from Biarritz to Bayonne and from there a train to 
St Jean...  To get to Sarria from Santiago airport get a bus to Lugo 
(about 2 hours) and another bus from Lugo to Sarria (30 minutes).  

Where do I Stay?  Accommodation. 
In Spain, France, and Portugal, pilgrims’ hostels have beds in dormitories 
all along the the common routes. They provide overnight accommodation 
for pilgrims who hold a credencial (see below). In Spain this type of 
accommodation is called a refugio or albergue, both of which are similar 
to youth hostels or hostelries in the French system of gîtes d'étape. 
 
Staying at pilgrims' hostels(albergues) usually costs between 6 and 10 
euros per night per bed, although a few hostels known 
as donativos operate on voluntary donations. (Municipal Albergues cost 6 
euros, while private Albergues generally cost between 10 and 15 euros 
per night).  Pilgrims are usually limited to one night's accommodation and 
are expected to leave by eight in the morning to continue their pilgrimage. 
 
Occasionally these refugios are located in monasteries, such as the one 
run by monks in Samos. Pilgrims can stay in whatever accommodation 
they wish, 5 star Parador Hotels, Hostels, Albergues or just camp under 
the stars. 

 

http://www.movelia.es/
http://alsa.es/
http://alsa.es/
http://avanzabus.com/
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Luggage Transfer. 
For pilgrims who who are unable to carry their own luggage, transfer 
services exist which charge between €4-12 per day to pick up luggage at 
one accommodation and deliver to the next. The service is available at 
most private albergues or hotels and can be reserved in advance. 
Remember that you should still have water, snacks and a medical kit with 
you while you walk. Check out the Spanish Post Offfice – Correos – 
English website for more details on the service they provide. 

 
How long does it take? 
As long as you want to spend! Some people set off from their own front 
door, including pilgrims starting in Ireland, taking the ferry from Cork or 
Rosslare and walking down through France. Others choose a route and 
walk it in sections during occasional holidays. Here are some examples of 
the duration of some of the many routes to Santiago. Camino Francés 5 
weeks, Via de la Plata 6 weeks, Camino Portugués from Porto 10 days, 
Camino Inglés 5 days. You can start your pilgrimage in any country, from 
any place, on any route.  You might only have a few days to walk or a few 
months.  Some pilgrims walk different sections of the Caminos every 
year.   

 

 
Some History and Legends 
The Saint.  
James was a fisherman, son of Zebedee and brother of John. Legend 
has it that after preaching the Gospel in Spain, James (Sant Iago) 
returned to Jerusalem and martyrdom. The site of his tomb in Northern 
Spain was lost for some 800 years when a hermit discovered the burial 
place.  The relics were authenticated by the Church and it became a 
place of pilgrimage which grew into the city of Santiago de Compostela. 
In medieval times the pilgrimage grew in popularity. People set off from 
their homes and walked from all over Europe to Santiago. Religious 
Orders provided shelters along the way in which pilgrims could sleep and 
cared for those who were sick or dying. 

 
The priest and the paintbrush.  
Over the last 40 years the Santiago pilgrimage has seen a great revival. 
In the Holy Year 2010 (when 25 July falls on a Sunday) almost 300,000 
pilgrims walked to Santiago. Perhaps the biggest contribution to this 
revival came from Father Elias Valiña Sampedro. He was a scholar who, 
following the historical records, marked out the many routes taken by the 
medieval pilgrims by painting yellow arrows approximately every 1000 
paces. 
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The modern pilgrim can follow the yellow arrows all the way from Saint-
Jean-Pied-de-Port in France all the way to Santiago on the Camino 
Francés. The work of Fr Elias and Los  Amigos de Santiago also helped 
build up a huge network of modern refuges for pilgrims just like their 
medieval counterparts and all along each route are refuges for rest and 
sleep for a donation or a small charge of a few euros.  

 
The Pillar, the Hug and the Tomb. 
Each day pilgrims arrive at the Cathedral Square but their journey is not 
at an end, they still have things to do. 
Entering the Cathedral each pilgrim first touches the pillar depicting the 
Tree of Jesse, where now you can actually put your fingers into grooves 
marked by centuries of hands. NB: This is closed off for restoration at this 
time but you can easily see the handprint.Then they walk to the back of 
the high altar to rise behind the statue of St James to give him the 
traditional "abrazo" – a warm hug of thanks.Then pilgrims descend to the 
tomb of the Saint to pray quietly, thanking God for all that has been 
encountered on the journey here.  

 
 

Credencial del Peregrino and the Compostela. 
The Credencial or Pilgrim’s Passport will give you access to the 
organised system of pilgrim accommodation in France and Spain. You 
can obtain this document from the Camino Society Ireland or from the 
first albergue you stay in.  It is also available from some churches, 
Cathedrals or tourism offices in Spain. When you register at the albergue, 
you will receive a stamp(sello) in your passport and this is often a 
souvenir of your pilgrimage with delightful stamps from all the different 
places you’ve stayed in.  Stamps can also be obtained in churches, 
cafes, bars, hotels, tourist offices and so forth.  You will need to present 
the stamped credencial at the Pilgrim’s Office in Santiago in order to earn 
the Compostela, a certificate of completion given to all pilgrims who walk 
the last 100km or cycle the last 200km to Santiago. Once you have 
gained your Compostela you might want to get your name included in the 
Irish Book of Pilgrims...check www.caminosociety.ie for details on how 
to do this. 
 
NB: Buying the unique Irish Pilgrim’s Passport helps fund the Camino 
Society Ireland, who, in turn, provide information (like this document) 
and support for all Irish Pilgrims. For more information on how to join the 
Camino Society Ireland and how to obtain a pilgrim passport 
(credencial), visit the website here:  www.caminosociety.ie     
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Pilgrims’ Mass 
Each morning around 11am people start to make their way to the 
Cathedral. It fills quickly and by noon, at busy times of the year, it is 
standing room only. At the stroke of noon the cantor intones the entrance 
antiphon such as “Laudate Dominum omnes gentes” and to the sound of 
the great organ 1000 voices repeat, “All people praise the Lord”. The 
procession enters. Many of the priests are still wearing their walking 
boots under their vestments. A long list of the countries from which 
pilgrims have arrived in the last 24 hours is read.The Mass which follows 
is deeply moving, with different accents and languages contributing. For 
the pilgrims there is a profound sense of gratitude, relief and celebration 
that the journey has ended. 
 
NB:For security concerns, pilgrims are no longer permitted to enter the 
Cathedral with rucksacks.  There is a left luggage and bicycle return 

service in the new Pilgrims Office at  33 Rúa Carretas, Santiago de 
Compostela.   

 
 
The Botafumeiro - Holy Smoke! 
The Botafumeiro (literally “smoke spreader” in Galician) is one of the 
most famous and popular symbols of the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela. This is a huge censer that swings across the transept of the 
Cathedral through a pulley system pulled by eight men called tiraboleiros. 
It weighs 53 kgs and measures five feet in height. It is suspended from a 
height of 20 metres and can reach a speed of 70 miles per hour. 
 
Some say the Botafumeiro was used as a deodorant in medieval times 
when the Cathedral was full of pilgrims who hadn’t washed for the 
duration of their journey. Others say that the billows of incense it 
produces symbolise the prayers of the pilgrims. 
 
The Botafumeiro is used every Friday at the 7.30 mass. There are also 
bookings for most of the Sunday Masses at 10 and 12 noon. Dozens of 
bookings have been made for other days of the week throughout the year 
- you will be unlucky not to see it. Every day a notice is posted on the 
noticeboard at the Pilgrims' Office advising at which mass the 
Botafumeiro will be used. 
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Camino Companions 
 

Why not deepen your Camino experience? 
 

Reflection and individual/group sharing. 
 

Meet Marion fcJ/Katherine fcJ 
 

Pilgrims Office, Rua Carretas-Chapel door 
 

Monday– Saturday 10.00 and 15.00 
 

Sessions can be booked via email 
 

caminocompanions@gmail.com 

Camino Companions. 
 
 
 

Mass in English. 
 

In a side chapel in the Cathedral of Santiago, the Chapel of Nuestra 

Señora de Soledad. 

 

Monday to Saturday 10.30am  and on Sundays @ 9am. 

From 2 May – 15 October 2016 

 

caminochaplaincy.blogspot.ie/ 
 

Pilgrims of all faiths, and of none, are very welcome. 
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How much should you budget for the Camino? 
Pilgrims who need to watch every cent can do the Camino on a daily 
budget of about 15 euro. This will mean staying in the 'donativo' 
albergues - and giving a donation of about 5 to 10 euro (please, give a 
donation if you can!): not eating in restaurants or cafe-bars: buying wine, 
beer or cold drinks in supermecados or markets: preparing your own food 
in the albergues or eating mainly bread and pasta for a month. If you 
don't want to stay in the albergues, prefer to eat in restaurants, and can 
afford hotels, visits to the museums and Cathedrals - your pilgrimage 
could cost about 100€ a day: 3€ for breakfast: 5 - 10€ for lunch: 10 - 15 € 
for dinner: 30 - 45€ for a hotel room: plus extras such as wines, beers, 
cold drinks, sweets, museum and Cathedral entry fees. For a middle-of-
the-road traveller daily expenditure will include the cost of a bed, 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, drinks: the cost of washing and drying clothes in 
some shelters. They estimate an average cost of €30 to €40 a day. Many 
small cafe-bars, grocery shops, markets, small hostals and all albergues 
do not accept credit cards so you will need sufficient cash available to 
pay for these. Most villages and towns have ATMs.  

 

 
Sleeping bags:   
Even though you will be sleeping indoors in a bed or bunk-bed, if you are 
planning on staying in the pilgrim shelters you will need either a sleeping 
bag or a sleeping bag liner. Most pilgrim hostal owners insist that you 
have a 'sack' of some description. Some shelters don’t have blankets. 
Albergues and monasteries in high places can be chilly at night so you 
will need a sleeping bag for colder times of the year, but a sleeping bag 
liner will suffice for the warm, summer months. 

 
Back packs:   
Most Camino pilgrims only need a small pack to carry their clothing and 
toiletries.  Unless you are planning on camping along the way you do not 
need a heavy duty, steel framed or military-type backpack. The guideline 
is to carry no more than 10% of your bodyweight.   

 
Travel Insurance:   

Is always advisable and make sure you bring you’re European Health 
Insurance Card, EHIC, (formerly the E111), it gives you access to 
reduced cost medical treatment. 
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Lists of what to bring? 
You will find lots of these on the www. 

 
Useful Web Links 
Online Maps and Guides mostly in Spanish but with good maps. 
Mundicamino www.mundicamino.com 

Eroski  caminodesantiago.consumer.es  
Gronze www.gronze.com 

 
 

Camino Associations. 
Camino Society Ireland: www.caminosociety.ie  and on Facebook 
American Pilgrims on the Camino: http://www.americanpilgrims.com/ 
Canada: The Canadian Company of Pilgrims: http://www.santiago.ca/   
England: Confraternity of St James:  www.csj.org.uk 
South Africa: CSJ of SA: http://www.csjofsa.za.org     

 

Guide Books: 
Findhorn Press: John Brierley guides for the Camino Francés & 
Portugués, Sarria to Finisterre(New 2016).  
Cicerone: Camino Francés and the Northern Caminos(including Del 
Norte and Primitivo). 
Miam Miam Dodo(in French) guides for Caminos in France. 
Vézelay English The Dutch Assoc. www.santiago.nl/english/vezelay 

 
Camino Forums 
This is the main forum:  www.caminodesantiago.me 
A newer forum:  www.urcamino.com 

 
Blogs 
 johnniewalker-santiago.blogspot.  

 Big gun in a tiny pueblo or moratinoslife.blogspot 

 agoodwalkunspoiled.blogspot 

 
Watch 
 Watch some Camino video clips on youtube. 

 Watch the film “The Way”  with Martin Sheen. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.mundicamino.com/
http://caminodesantiago.consumer.es/
http://www.gronze.com/
http://www.caminosociety.ie/
http://www.americanpilgrims.com/
http://www.santiago.ca/
http://www.santiago.ca/
http://www.csj.org.uk/
https://www.santiago.nl/english/vezelay-main-page
http://www.caminodesantiago.me/
http://johnniewalker-santiago.blogspot.com/
http://agoodwalkunspoiled.blogspot.com/
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Some Albergues on Camino Francés 
 
For atmosphere – not for upmarket standards:  in no particular order (as 
voted by members of a pilgrim forum). 

 L’Esprit du Chemin – St-Jean-Pied-de-Port – wonderful start with 

caring owners, communal meals and blessing.  Book ahead: 
www.espritduchemin.org 

 Granon – sleep on mattresses in the bell tower of a church – sing for 
your supper – pilgrim blessing. (Open all year). 

 Tosantos – sleep on mattresses – pilgrim blessing in the attic chapel 
– pray for pilgrims who have left a prayer request.. 

 Arroyo San Bol  – 1000yr old medicinal spring at the back, fantastic 
communal dinner (Open April – mid October). 

 Convento San Anton – magical, basic albergue in the ruins of the 
San Anton convent (Open to end of September). 

 Hospital San Nicolas: loft of restored church. communal 

meals.Pilgrim blessing includes washing of pilgrims feet.  

 Bercianos – ancient straw and mud house, watch the sunset before 
being allowed to have a communal dinner.  

 Villafranca del Bierzo – Ave Fenix run by the Jato family for almost 

30 years – Jesus Jato is a healer.  (Open all year)  Can book ahead. 

 Ruitelin – Gregorian chants, Shiatsu massage, healing.  

 San Xulian – family run, classical music and great food. 

 Samos – ancient Benedictine monastery, pilgrim blessings (Open all 

year). 
 

 
NB: This is a sample only and subject to constant change. We are not 
making any Albergue recommendations, we are just sharing information 
we found on the Internet. Albergues are a vital part of the Camino 
infrastructure and an important tradition. 
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Things to know about walking the Camino. 
 

 Money: Small café-bars and village shops don’t accept credit cards.  
ATMs work well in most large towns and cities.   

 Make copies of all your documents and email them to yourself.   

 You will not be allowed to take your walking pole home as hand 
luggage.   

 Almost every pilgrim refuge is staffed by volunteers for the sole 
support of pilgrims from all over the world. 

 Refuges are not a right but a privilege and should be treated as such.  

 “Donativo” does not mean free - give a generous donativo soon after 
you arrive, so you don´t forget. 

 Some refuges only open in May and close again in November.  

 Sleeping bags or liners are essential.  Most refuges have blankets 
but they insist that pilgrims have their own ‘sacks’.  In summer a 
sleep liner will do and a lightweight sleeping bag in winter. 

 “Will I find a bed in May, June, July, August etc?” It is first come, first 
served.  When you reach a refuge you secure a place by placing your 
pack outside the door.  Some refuges only open after 2pm so you 
might have a long wait if you get there early.  Once inside, you 
secure a bed by rolling your sleeping-bag out on the bed. In Galicia 
some refuges do not accept pilgrims who have walked less than 
20km.  Most refuges vacate at 8h00 – 8h30. 

 The bed closest to the bathroom is the noisiest!   

 Only a few refuges offer basic food – usually dinner and perhaps 
bread and coffee for breakfast.  Pilgrim Menus are offered in most 
villages and towns.  You can buy food in supermarkets to cook in the 
refuges. Most refuges have electricity but they don't all have kitchens 
or utensils. 

 Washing clothes:  Take 8 Plastic pegs and a 2m-nylon cord to use as 
a wash line.  Useful when it rains and you can string it across the 
bars of the bunk beds. Take 8 large safety pins to pin damp clothing 
onto the backpack so that it can dry during the day whilst walking.   

 Take toilet paper. Remove the inner tube & flatten it. Most Albergues 
run out so be prepared. 

 Post Offices in Spain:  Most are open from 8:30 – 20:30 on working 
days and 09:30 – 14:00 on Saturdays.  Parcels sent ahead will take 3 
– 5 working days.  Charges are ± €5 for up to 2kg to €12 for up to 
20kgs. 
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Pilgrim and Albergue Etiquette 
 

 Learn a little of the language before you go – especially the ‘polite’ 
words of greeting, please and thank you.  You will be a guest in a 
foreign land so don’t expect them to know your language. 

 YOU are the foreigner so do not criticize the people, their way of life, 
their food, their religion etc.   

 A bed in a church or municipal refuge is a privilege not a right and 
should be treated as such.  Give a generous donation; be gracious 
and helpful to the hospitalero and other pilgrims. 

 Use water sparingly and mop out the shower after using it. 

 Put phones and alarms on vibrate or turn them off at night, do not 
disturb or wake up your fellow pilgrims.  

 When leaving or walking through a village very early in the morning, 
do so quietly. i.e. soft voices, carrying those clicking sticks aloft. 

 Do NOT litter!   

 Do NOT pick the farmers crop!  

 Be a good ambassador for Ireland. 

 Find out what time the doors close, and be back in the albergue by 
then.  

 If you plan to leave early, prepare your things the night before, to 
minimize the racket. Rattling plastic liner bags or shining your 
headlights around the room is bad manners. 

 If you are able-bodied and have a lower bunk, and an elderly or 
obviously suffering pilgrim arrives, give them your lower and take the 
upper.  

 Don´t prance around the albergue in your skivvies.  

 Don´t leave your litter on the floor. Wash up what you dirty. Clean up 
after yourself.  

 Take short showers to save a little water for later arrivals. 

 Use just one bunk. The surrounding bunks are not your clothes line. 

 The chair is there for everyone to sit on. It is not yours for pack 
storage just because you got there first. 

 The space under the bunk generally is shared by both occupants. 
Save half for the other pilgrim. 

 Wear earplugs so the unavoidable disturbances by others will not 
drive you to distraction. 

 No alarm clocks that others can hear. 

 Don't put your backpack on the bed, it's been put down on the floor, 
in bars, on the street, in fields, near fountains etc. 
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Please remember you are a pilgrim, 
un peregrino! 

 

 El turista exige. El peregrino agradece. 
 

 The Tourist Demands. The Pilgrim Appreciates! 
 
 
What’s the difference between a pilgrim and a tourist? 

 
Pilgrims don’t complain! 

 

 

Buen Camino! 

 
Maybe you like to volunteer when you return or at least 

join the society! 

 

The Society at all times does its best to make sure that all information on the website 
and in this document is accurate, it accepts no responsibility in relation to and expressly 
excludes any warranty or representation as to accuracy or completeness of the 
contents of the website or this document. 

Advice or information given by this document or through the website is given in the 
spirit of the Camino which is to say that it is intended as part of the enduring 
conversation between pilgrims. Such advice or information does not constitute any 
warranty or representation nor is it intended to create any legal liability. 

It is the responsibility of the individual pilgrim and never the responsibility of the society 
to care for the pilgrim's own health and safety. 

 

Thanks to all the wonderful people who contributed to this document. 

 

 

 

   

                 




