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The Way leads out of Sarria through some of the most magnificent
oak woods to be found on the entire route, continuing through an
endless succession of villages and farmland. Historically Portomarín
stands out as having been one of the most important towns along
the route, but it disappeared under the waters of the Belesar
Reservoir built on the Miño River in 1962. The new town of
Portomarín, by the ruins of the old town, has tried to maintain its
traditional charm. Some of the old constructions from the original
site were moved to the new location, such as the Church of 
San Nicolás (12th century)

This penultimate part of the route travels through a countryside 
of rolling hills and short stretches of plains, which, however, does
not keep it from being a true “leg breaker” owing to the constantly
changing course.

14. Sarria – Palas de Rei

Distance: 47 km

Minimum elevation: 360 m

Maximum elevation: 730 m

Level of Difficulty: moderate-difficult

Places of cultural interest: Portomarín, Vilar de Donas 
–in the vicinity of the route–

Pilgrims’ hostels: Barbadelo (18 beds), Ferreiros (22),
Portomarín (110), Gonzar (30), Vendas de Narón (32), 
Ligonde (20), Palas de Rei (64), 
Palas de Rei pilgrims’ pavilion (112)
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15. Palas de Rei – Santiago de Compostela

At this point, just 70 kilometres from the ultimate goal of Santiago
de Compostela, the pilgrims are filled with a sense of expectation,
which affords them the encouragement they need to tackle this
last stretch with renewed strength. Santiago will reward them for all
the efforts they have made.

Even though the contour of the land does not present any major
difficulties on this last stage, the Way travels through village after
village, making it rather wearisome. The Way takes us across
valleys and rivers descending to the Tambre. The succession of
ascents and descents makes for arduous cycling. Moreover, this
stretch crosses the N-547 highway several times. On reaching the
Monte do Gozo, we have our first glimpse of the towers of the
Cathedral of Santiago –the goal is now in sight. From here we go
directly into the heart of the city.

Distance: 69 km

Minimum elevation: 290 m

Maximum elevation: 560 m

Level of Difficulty: moderate

Places of cultural interest: Melide, A Lavacolla, 
Monte do Gozo, Santiago de Compostela

Pilgrims’ hostels: Mato (20 beds), Melide (130), Ribadiso (70),
Arzúa (48), Santa Irene (36), O Pino (126), Monte do Gozo-
Santiago (400), San Lázaro-Santiago (80)


